
In an effort to extend 
the reach of Carolina 
Spirit Quest and fulfill 
our mission to “… en-
courage networking 
and the building of 
community spirit among 
Pagans and Earth Cen-
tered religionists in the 
Carolinas and the sur-
rounding area,” the 
CSQ board decided to 
take our pagan pride on 
the road. On two week-
ends in September, 
CSQ board members 
and friends visited no 
less than 6 Pagan 
Pride day celebrations!  

September 17, CSQ 
had information tables 
in: 

• Raleigh, NC 

• Charlotte, NC 

• Washington DC  

The next weekend, on 
September 24, CSQ 
was represented in: 

• Boone, NC 

• Wilmington, NC  

• Greenville/
Spartanburg, SC  

• Winchester, VA 

It was a wonderful ex-
perience for all of us. 
We met new friends 
and connected with 
other pagans that didn’t 
know that a large group 
like CSQ existed. We 
handed out news let-
ters, talked about our 
events and gathered 
over 100 new names 

for the mailing list. 
Overall, I think that it 
was well worth the 
time, effort and gas 
spent to meet so many 
wonderful people.  

Welcome to our new 
friends and readers, I 
hope that you find 
much love and happi-
ness within the CSQ 
family and that we get 
to see you again very 
soon at a CSQ event!  

 

Blessings, 

Becky Starr 
President, Board of 
Trustees, CSQ, Inc. 

Welcome to Our Newest 
Friends and Readers! 

Winter Quest 2006 Almost Full  
Dick Merritt 

Winter Quest, to be 
held January 20-22 at 
Fairy Stone State Park, 
Virginia, is limited by 
facilities to 32 partici-
pants. At this writing, 
there are only four 
spaces left.  

This year we will offer 

an array of learning 
circles around the 
theme “Connecting with 
Spirit.” Three rituals will 
also help us to connect 
during the cold months 
of introspection.  

Register quickly if you 
are interested in attend-

ing. We will maintain a 
waiting list, if neces-
sary. 

For complete details 
and online registration, 
check http://
www.carolinaspiritquest
.org/winter/2006. 

Special points of interest: 
• Over 100 names added to the CSQ mailing 

list at 6 Pagan Pride Day events in 3 states 
and the District of Columbia! 

• Only 4 more spaces left at Winter Quest 
2006 - register quickly! 

• New CSQ-News email list available! 

• Plans well underway for CSQ’s 11th annual 
Spring Quest event in April 2006! 
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Carolina Spirit Quest has created a 
temporarily restricted fund for se-
curing a long-term real property 
location in furtherance of CSQ’s 
purposes. These moneys can be 
used for searching and acquiring 
property through outright purchase, 
capital construction, as collateral for 
a mortgage, or securing a long-term 
lease; and further for the future 
maintenance and improvement of 
said real property. 

Our dream is to have a place that is 
safe to hold CSQ and compatible 
events and is within a reasonable 
distance of most of our constituents 
in the Carolinas and Virginia. See 
the Summer and September ‘05 
CSQ newsletters for more details of 
this dream. Past newsletters can be 
downloaded at http://
www.carolinaspiritquest.org/
newsletters.html. 

In order to be ready for a future 

capital campaign to pay for this 
dream, some CSQ members have 
committed to monthly donations to 
the fund. Our Treasurer and Board 
are obtaining the necessary solicita-
tion permits and making plans for 
the conduct of a capital campaign. 
The Board also met recently with a 
consultant about the best way to 
conduct the capital campaign to 
raise the necessary money. 

Several of our Board members are 
planning a visit to Four Quarters 

Interfaith Sanctuary in Pennsylvania 
to learn how they have created their 
landed community. Four Quarters 
seems like a good model for CSQ 
to emulate.  

For more information on what Four 
Quarters Farm is doing with their 
land, check out their website at 
www.4qf.org.  

Are there any magickal items in 
your closets 
you aren't 
using any-
more?  Are 
you a 
crafter or 
seamstress 
and have a 
unique item 

The Magickal Auction will be held 
for the fifth time at CSQ's Spring 
2006 Event at Camp Lapihio.  Last 
year the Magickal Auction brought 
in just under $1,000.  All proceeds 
of the auction go to fund future 
CSQ projects and events. These 
funds allow Quest to try new ideas. 

CSQ invites you to participate in 
this fun event! 

you could donate?  Are you tal-
ented in any services you could 
donate?  
If you have an item or service that 
you would like to donate to the auc-
tion, please contact Amy Brann at 
ymasen@bearcircle.net. For more 
information about Spring Quest 
2006, please see our website at 
www.carolinaspiritquest.org.  
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Looking Toward Our Future  
Dick Merritt 

Items Needed for Magical Auction 
Amy Brann 

We hold in our hearts those CSQ participants who have been 
affected by Robert Petrick and his trial. 
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Our rituals, in keeping with our 
theme, will invite you into the land 
of dreams to imagine what you 
would like to create in your life and 
in our community! Dare to dream 
your wildest dream for the future 

and bring it to life 
in the loving 
arms of our com-
munity! 
 
 
 
 
 
For updated in-
formation, see 
our website at: 

www.carolinaspiritquest.org and 
click on “Events”. And look for the 
complete catalog in your mailbox in 
January with descriptions of the 
various learning circles and special 
activities.  
Hope to see you in April at William 
B. Umstead State Park in Raleigh, 
North Carolina.  

Plans for Spring Quest 2006 are 
well under way, as CSQ prepares 
to gather and celebrate our 11th 
annual spring event. Our theme 
next year “Awakening Our Dreams, 
Igniting Our Realities” has excited 
event co-directors 
Cynthia Campbell 
and Lance Brown 
into dreaming up 
some wonderful 
learning circles, 
rituals and activi-
ties.  
 
Some of the 
planned events 
include: drum-
ming and fire circles, magickal auc-
tion (see Amy’s article on page 2 to 
donate!), second annual porch 
decorating contest, vendors and 
much more. And we won’t forget 
the little ones, with a full children’s 
program featuring their very own 
learning circles, crafts, snacks and 
swimming in the lake! 

Carolina Spirit Quest, Inc. 
is pleased to invite you to 
join the CSQ-News mailing 
list.  CSQ-News is a very 
low volume, announce-
ments-only, mailing list 
where we will be sharing 
news of our events and 
activities directly with inter-
ested members of our or-
ganization. 

No discussion will be allowed on 
the list so you don't have to worry 
about being swamped by yet an-
other pagan-oriented mailing list 
flooding your mailbox. CSQ re-
spects the privacy of our mem-
bers. The subscribers list for CSQ-

News is not available to 
the membership of the list 
so it cannot be harvested 
by spammers. 
Please sign up if you want 
to be among the first to get 
the news about CSQ and 
share this message with 
other folks you think may 
be interested in what 

CSQ, Inc. is doing!  

To join CSQ-News, please send an 
email message to csq-news-
subscribe@carolinaspiritquest.org 
and follow the directions in the reply 
message you will receive to confirm 
your subscription to CSQ-News. 
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Spring Quest 2006 - 
Awakening Our Dreams, Igniting Our Realities 

Becky Starr 

CSQ News In Your Inbox 
Lance Brown 
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PROMOTING A PAGAN- 

FRIENDLY WORLD 
 

The purpose of CSQ shall be to 
devote its resources to religious 
and educational activities; and to 
sponsor a program for adults and 
children, to be held each year in 
the Spring; and further, the pur-
pose of CSQ shall be to encour-
age networking and the building 
of community spirit among Pa-
gans in the Carolinas and the sur-
rounding area. 

 

Board Members 
 

Becky Starr, President, Durham, NC 

Christine Ahrens, Vice President, 
Fayetteville, NC 

Tamia Buckingham, Treasurer, 

Hillsborough, NC 

Cynthia Campbell, Secretary, 

Hillsborough, NC 

Jag, Durham, NC 

Lance Brown, Hillsborough, NC 

Raven,  Raleigh, NC 

Kara Mueller, Ashburn, VA 

Tim Woody, Hillsborough, NC 

 

Published quarterly by 

Carolina Spirit Quest, Inc 

www.carolinaspiritquest.org 

Look for the  
Spring Quest 2006 
Catalog in a mail-
box near you after 

the first of the year!  



culate easily with space in the cen-
ter for the rituals and workshops.  
Beginning with the Opening Ritual 
about 9AM, the entire event was a 
rousing success!  Several work-
shops were well-attended, and per-
formances by Mizara, a talented 
belly dancer, and Spiral Rhythm, a 
local pagan musical group, high-
lighted the day.  Over 100lb. of food 
donations were received on behalf 
of the Metrolina AIDS Project. An 
additional 6 cases of canned food 
and 67 lb. of dry food were donated 
to the Four Paws Animal Rescue. 

And $102.80 was donated to the 
American Red Cross Katrina Relief 
Fund.  Around 300 people, plus 
volunteers, attended the event with 
reporting by WCNC and WCCB TV 
stations.  The CSQ slideshow de-
veloped by Becky Starr was well 
received and Amy and I collected 
18 new addresses for the CSQ 
mailing list.  

 Amy and I would like to extend a 
special thank you to Heather 
Darnell for working with use and 
providing a pavilion, table and 
chairs to use during the event! 

Amy Brann and I attended the 2005 
Charlotte Metro Pagan Pride Day 
on September 17th, 2005 at Free-
dom Park in Charlotte, NC.  We 
enjoyed a beautifully sunny, and 
rather warm, day of community and 
sharing with the pagan community 
in southern NC and northern SC!  
Heather Darnell, one of the coordi-
nators of the event, provided a pa-
vilion, tables, and chairs for us to 
use.  We set up our booth and set-
tled in before the opening ritual.  
The booths were arranged in a 
large square allowing people to cir-

Sadly we must say good bye to 
Aurora who, for personal reasons, 
had to resign from the CSQ board 
in September. We are sorry to see 
her have to leave the board - her 
loving ways and laughter bright-
ened up many a board meeting 
over the last year and a half. (That 
an her constant supply of choco-
late!) 

We would like to thank her for all 
her hard work on Spring Quest ‘05, 

the CSQ Scholarship Fund and 
helping to create our dream. Aurora 
intends to remain an active mem-
ber of CSQ and is teaching a 
Learning Circle at Winter Quest this 
upcoming January. 

Come to a Board Meeting! 
Any member in good standing is 
encouraged to attend a CSQ board 
meeting at their own expense. Get 
involved! Help plan the direction of 
CSQ and get your great ideas 
heard. Help us to create the dream 
of a landed community in the Caro-
linas! 

To attend, please send an email to 
info@carolinaspiritquest.org, or 
contact any board member, for 
information and directions. 
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Charlotte Pagan Pride Day Report  
Lance Brown 

Special Thank You and Sad Good Bye 
Becky Starr 
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Old friends were in evidence. Gry-
phon Rosemead was Workshop 
and Scheduling Coordinator and 
she led the closing ritual. Gryphon 
has been heavily involved in the 
planning and execution of this event 
as she was with CSQ and in getting 
Mountain CUUPS started. Alyse 
Ford and Kevin Holden, both CSQ 
past board members, were also 
there. 

The PPD’s official sponsors were 

Appalachian State’s Pagan Student 
Alliance and Mountain CUUPS from 
the Boone Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship.  

Having an information table at 
Boone’s PPD (and many others), 
CSQ continued its new effort to be 
present in as much of our service 
area as possible. Before 2005, 
CSQ has had an official presence 
at only the Central North Carolina 
PPD.  

Carolina Spirit Quest was proud to 
be part of the First Annual Boone 
High Country Pagan Pride Day 
(PPD). This event was held on the 
campus of Appalachian State Uni-
versity on Saturday September 24, 
2005. There was a steady stream of 
pagans, earth-centered religionists 
and the curious during the day. The 
planners say total attendance was 
over 400. CSQ gathered 18 names 
to add to our mailing list. 

The First Annual Boone High Country Pagan Pride Day  
Dick Merritt 

We love you Aurora and 
wish you the best!!  
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Donations of personal care items, 
baby items and diapers were col-
lected for Safe Homes of Spartan-
burg, a shelter for victims of domes-
tic violence. Money was also do-
nated to help victims of Hurricane 
Katrina.  

The highlight of the day’s activities 
for me was the concert by Spiral 
Rhythm. This dynamic percussion 
and vocal group from Atlanta, per-

formed song after song of some of 
the most amazing pagan music I 
have ever heard. It gave me chills 
as they sang “I am the Goddess”, 
“Freedom” and their closing song, “I 
am Pagan” a rocking pagan gospel. 
Spiral Rhythm’s music can be found 
at www.spiralrhythm.net. At least 
two of CSQ’s board members went 
home with 2 CDs each! Not to men-
tion wind chimes, jewelry and a 
wonderful new set of friends! 

Don’t let the small size of the 
Greenville/Spartanburg, SC PPD 
event fool you - this area is large on 
pagan pride! Held at the Greer Rec-
reation Center, this Pagan Pride 
day hosted around 90 people for a 
full day of venders, workshops, chil-
dren’s crafts and a Lammas ritual. 
The energy and obvious family and 
community spirit was wonderful to 
experience! And CSQ gathered 23 
names for the mailing list! 

It is CSQ’s goal to get our name 
and activities out there. Since two 
of our sponsored events: Pagan 
Leadership Skills Conference and  
Winter Quest, are held in Virginia, I 
wanted to get our name out, up 
here in Northern Virginia and the 
DC Metro Area.  These events also 
gave me the opportunity to meet 
lots of area groups and the active 
Pagan “Fire Starters” in this region. 

DC Pagan Pride Day, September 
17, 2005 
Not only did the District of Colombia 
have a Pagan Pride Day, but the 
Open Hearth Foundation had or-
ganized an entire week of activities. 
It was probably one of the hottest 

sunniest days in a very long while. 
Thankfully, several people remem-
bered to get extra water that was 
distributed to the various attendees.   

Throughout the day we could visit 
the various tables and booths spon-
sored by area Pagan groups. Sev-
eral Workshops were held in inti-

mate outdoor circles under that 
shade of the Trees in “P” Street 
Park. One of the best parts of the 
day was listening to the drumming 
circles lead by Tigre. We were even 
lucky enough to have some com-
munity members join in with other 
non-percussion instruments. It was 
so lovely. 

After the long hot day in “P” Street 
Park many attendees retired to an 
after PPD party at Eldrich’s home. 
The fun and fellowship made a day 
in the hot, hot sun well worth it. 

Editor’s note: Many thanks to Open 
Hearth Foundation, Inc. for provid-
ing Kara with shelter from the sun! 
We appreciate it! 

dance.  It was really and truly an all 
day affair chalk-full of wonderful 
surprises.  

A lot of people at this event seemed 
very turned on to the idea of a Win-
ter Retreat in the VA mountains.  I 
had an absolute blast at the final 
drumming circle with Kindred Spir-
its. The bagpipe players were won-

The Northern Shenandoah Valley 
Pagan Alliance  put on it’s second 
Pagan Pride event this year.  It was 
a wonderful effort they should all be 
very proud of.   

This event was held at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the Shenan-
doah Valley. There were readers, 
vendors and musicians in atten-

derful, beautiful and mind-blowing.  
(There just aren’t enough bagpipe 
players in this world.)   

I ultimately left the event with an 
empty wallet and lots of goodies, 
including a Scott Helland CD. (see 
www.scotthelland.com) 
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Pagan Pride was Alive in South Carolina 
Becky Starr 

Pagan Pride in Washington DC 
Kara  Mueller 

Winchester, Virginia Pagan Pride Day 
 Kara Mueller 
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tions have been able to work out an 
agreement on how to work together 
and share responsibilities on a pro-
ject to benefit the entire Pagan 
Community. The Pagan Leadership 
Skills Conference was very suc-
cessful this year, with an increase 

In this world filled with turf battles 
and “witch wars.” Cooperation be-
tween Pagan groups has been a 
rare thing. Carolina Spirit Quest has 
been proud to be a part of an ongo-
ing effort by four Pagan groups to 
jointly produce an annual Pagan 
Leadership Skills Conference in 
Richmond, Virginia. 

There are challenges to these joint 
ventures. The corporate cultures of 
the Open Hearth Foundation, the 
DC Radical Fairies, PagaNet, Inc. 
and Carolina  Spirit Quest are very 
different. Some of these groups are 
run by consensus and others are 
run by a majority vote. Some, like 
CSQ require approval of the Board 
of Trustees to enter into a contract 
and others require only the ap-
proval of their Board President. In 
spite of all this, these four organiza-

in attendance, and plans are cur-
rently in the works for the 3rd annual 
event to be held in August 2006. 

One of the other unexpected bene-
fits of this collaboration occurred a 
couple of weeks ago. PNI, Inc. was 
running short of volunteers for their 
annual event, Harvest Faire. A cou-
ple of weeks before the event, co-
founder and editor-in-chief for Pa-
gaNet, Aranea, called to request 
two of CSQ’s board members to 
come and help man the ticket 
booth. In exchange, CSQ will re-
ceive 4 free ads in PagaNet’s If… 
newspaper. Not only has a lasting 
connection built between the 
groups, but friends have been 
made in yet another part of our ser-
vice area. In these situations, eve-
ryone wins! 

Inter-Group Cooperation - Or Who Knew Pagans  
Could Work Together? 

Dick Merritt 

www.CarolinaSpiritQuest.org 
Email: info@carolinaspiritquest.org 

 

Spring Quest 2006 
April 2006 

Camp Lapihio, Umstead State Park 
Raleigh, NC 

Promoting A Pagan Friendly World! 

Check out our web site: 
www.CarolinaSpiritQuest.org 

Logo for the Pagan  Leadership Skills Conference. 
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